A
Le¥ springville

./ PUBLIC ART

Community Information Guide: Springville City History and Symbolism

Overview of Springville: "The Art City"

e Nickname: Known as "The Art City" for its long-standing dedication to the arts.
e Artistic Contributions:
o Home to the Springville Museum of Art and various public art initiatives.
o Associated with sculptor Cyrus Dallin, whose works honor Indigenous dignity and
historical themes, and John Hafen, early art missionary and Springville pioneer.
e Cultural Identity: A vibrant arts scene reflecting the city’s creative heritage.

Geography and Natural Features

e Location:
o Located in Utah Valley, 45 miles south of Salt Lake City.
o Nestled at the base of the Wasatch Mountains.
e Key Natural Features:
o Hobble Creek: A historically significant waterway central to agriculture and
settlement.
o Wasatch Mountains: Represent strength, resilience, and scenic beauty.
o Utah Lake: Symbolizes connection, sustenance, and natural resources.

Indigenous Connections

e Ute People:
o Original inhabitants of the area, particularly the Tumpanawach band.
o Relied on Utah Lake’s resources and seasonal cycles for sustenance.
e Wakara and the Walker War:
o Ute leader Wakara initially cooperated with settlers.
o Conflict (1853-1854) arose over land disputes and resource control as settlers
disrupted Indigenous life.
e Legacy: The Utes' deep connection to the land and their cultural contributions remain
integral to Springville’s history.



Historical Milestones

e Founding:
o Settled in 1850 by Mormon pioneers led by Aaron Johnson.
o Originally named Hobble Creek, renamed Springville in 1851 after many nearby
springs.
o Officially incorporated in 1853.
e Economic Development:
o Early agricultural hub, known for crops like sugar beets and fruit.
o Contributed to regional industrialization through coal and steel production.
e Cultural Flourish:
o Springville Museum of Art established as a center for artistic expression.
o Sculptures and public art reflect the city’s creative identity.
o Performing Arts legacy, home to the annual Worldwide Folkfest, the Springville
Playhouse-the longest running playhouse in the state, and the Rivoli Theater
which opened in 1927 as a silent movie house.

Symbolic Elements of Springyville

o Natural Features:
o Water: Springs, and other types of water symbols, are prevalent throughout the
city and is how it received its name.
Hobble Creek: Symbolizes the city’s agricultural roots and early settlement.
o Wasatch Mountains: Represent strength, beauty, and the surrounding
environment.
o Utah Lake: Highlights the city’s connection to water and natural resources.
Indigenous Heritage:
o Use of traditional patterns and symbols representing unity and connection to the
land.
Artistic Legacy:
o Artistic motifs like paintbrushes, easels, or abstract designs emphasize creativity.
o Honors contributions from artists like Cyrus Dallin and John Hafen.
Historical and Pioneer Roots:
o Wagon wheels, pioneer tools, or agricultural symbols reflect the city’s heritage.
e Modern Growth:
o Shapes or symbols of innovation and community progress represent a balance
between history and modern identity.

How to Use This Guide for Flag Design

e Incorporate natural symbols: Highlight geography with icons like mountains or
waterways.

e Celebrate history: Use simple, recognizable elements like pioneer tools, agricultural
motifs, or indigenous patterns.



e Showcase artistic identity: Include creative elements that reflect Springville’s "Art
City" heritage.

e Balance tradition with progress: Blend historical and modern designs to represent
the city’s thriving community.

Design Guidelines for the Springville Flag

To create a flag that reflects Springville’s identity and adheres to best practices, follow these
principles based on Ted Kaye’s Good Flag, Bad Flag and standards from the North American
Vexillological Association (NAVA):

Simplicity: Design should be simple enough for a child to draw from memory.
Meaningful Symbolism: Colors, images, and patterns must relate to Springville’s
history and identity.

e 2-3 Basic Colors: Use no more than three contrasting colors from the standard color
set.

e No Lettering or Seals: Avoid words or organizational seals for clarity and
timelessness.

e Distinctiveness: Ensure the design is unique yet reflects connections to other related
flags.

e Clarity and Memorability: The flag should stand out from a distance and be easily
recognizable.

For more historical details visit:
Websites

Utah History Encyclopedia

Springville City’s official website

Springville Historical Society blog.

Books

Don C. Johnson - A Brief History of Springville, Utah

Mary Jane Chase Finley - A History of Springville
Art
Springville Visual Artists and Artworks

Documentary: Spirit of the Art City



https://nava.org/good-flag-bad-flag
https://www.uen.org/utah_history_encyclopedia/s/SPRINGVILLE.shtml
https://www.springville.org/about-the-city/
https://springvillehistoricalsociety.wordpress.com/
https://archive.org/details/briefhistoryofsp00john/page/n7/mode/2up?q=springville%2C+utah
http://www.familysearch.org/library/books/idviewer/270015
https://webkiosk.springville.org/index-tree/tree/85
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zunHnvRbnFA

