
     August 6: Torn Paper Collage 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Symphony in Colour: Designed Landscape  

Philip Henry Barkdull (Fillmore, Utah, 1888 - 1968, Logan, Utah) 
 

August 6: Torn Paper Collage Art Prompt 
As you study this painting, what do you notice about the colors in the background? 
How does the design in the foreground affect where you focus your attention in the painting? 
 
Supplies: 
Kit: cardstock, colored paper, gluestick 
Other: scissors, crayons/colored pencils/markers 
 
Instructions: 

1. Design the focus for your art. This could be a house, an object, or person. Draw and color your main focus, 
then cut out and set aside. 

2. Plan out what you want your background to look like. This could include a sunrise or sunset, a cloudy sky, 
mountains, a forest, or a combination of these. Lightly draw a plan on your backing sheet so you know what 
pieces you want from each colored sheet.  

3. Tear your colored pieces so they have rough and interesting edges to fill your background. If you want your 
paper to tear in cleaner lines for your design, use water to trace the design on your colored piece and let it 
absorb before tearing the damp edges. 

4. Layer your pieces so that they cover the backing paper, starting with the one that is furthest away in your 
landscape (in the museum example: sky, mountains, house, trees, ground, water). Start gluing your colored 
pieces onto the backing paper, starting with the background pieces and working toward the foreground.  

5. When your landscape is secure, arrange your focus art on top and glue it down.  
6. Flip over your artwork and trim away any pieces of paper that go over the edges of your backing paper.  
7. Find any loose edges and secure with more glue. Then sign your name. 

Link to Example Video: http://www.smofa.org/open-studio.php 

http://www.smofa.org/open-studio.php

