
 
June 25: Tessellation Creation 

Karl G. Ackerman 
The Blackbird That Got Into the Garden 1993 
oil on canvas 

 
What do you notice when you look at this painting?  
Can you imagine a Blackbird flying around the plants and flowers in a garden?  
What do you notice about the colors in this painting?  
 
Each of the shapes in the painting are different, but they fit together without any gaps or overlaps. We’re going to try a version of 
this in our art today, called Tessellation, where all of our shapes are the same and fit together perfectly. 
 
Supplies: 

Kit: paper, pre-made stencil, extra cardstock to create your own stencil (optional), crayons 
Other: scissors, tape, marker  

 
Instructions: 

1. Make a stencil, or cut out your pre-made stencil and skip to step 2. Take out your square of cardstock paper and start 
drawing the shape you want to make lightly in pencil beginning and ending on the edge of the square. When you are 
happy with your drawing, carefully cut out along your lines. Take the part that you cut away and bring it to the opposite 
side of the square, so that the straight edges of the paper meet (you can repeat this step if you want a more complex 
stencil).  

2. Lay out your paper on a flat surface and choose a place to start tracing your stencil. You can start in the corner, 
diagonally, or even in the middle of the page! Use tape to hold your stencil in place while you trace the shape.  

3. Once you have traced all the way around your stencil, lift it up and move it so that the edge of the stencil matches one of 
the lines from the opposite edge of the shape that you just traced. Trace your stencil again, and repeat this step until your 
paper is completely covered with your pattern.  

4. Go over all of your traced lines with a dark color to make sure that they all look neat, and to create a clear border for each 
shape.  

5. Next, plan out how you are going to color your artwork. Try not to have two of the same color next to each other.  
6. Color each shape until the whole page is filled. Don’t forget to sign your name! 

 
Link to Example Video: http://www.smofa.org/open-studio 

 
Show us what you made! 

Tag us online @springvillemuseum #SMAopenstudio 

http://www.smofa.org/open-studio.php

